Question 1
Which of the scenarios has your preference? Why do you prefer this option?
Cirencester Site 21d – Accepting, as a primary settlement, Cirencester is included in ALL the scenarios, as the Civic Society we favour 21d, an extension of the Steadings site, as a sustainable location for further housing within the town. It is outside the special landscape area, has low flood risk and a new sewer. The proposed primary school, when built, should be able to cope with the extra pupil’s numbers. However, this extension MUST be accompanied by extra primary care provision (see response to Q4 below) and sensitive landscaping that mitigates the visual impacted on one of the main roads into the town from the west.
Question 2 
Should the Council consider locating development in locations it considers unsustainable to meet the government housing target? Please explain
NO - The core principle  of the current planning system is development that balances social, economic, and environmental objectives. QUANTITY of housing, despite the new targets, should NEVER be pursued at the cost of all other considerations, including the 2021 Environment Act, NPPF and the current Local Plan, negating the need for Infrastructure beyond the critical elements. Any authority’s primary duty is, and should remain, to ensure ALL development is sustainable by identifying strategic locations that meet housing needs without compromising critical protections. There should be NO consideration of the alternative, which will cause greater car dependence, reduce social cohesion and limit connectivity to health care, social and leisure facilities or strain natural resources. The Civic Society reject this proposal.
Question 3 
To what extent would you support increasing housing density in developments (such as smaller houses and gardens, more flats or higher buildings) to help meet the full housing target? Please also explain why.
SUPPORT – The principle of increasing housing density is supported by the Civic Society, particularly within the primary settlement of Cirencester. This assumes such development is proportional to and in keeping with the immediate built environment, AND respects existing Local Plan policy EN4 and emerging Neighbourhood Plan policy DBE2 on protecting current important views and vistas. Higher density will help to reduce potential urban sprawl, facilitate the provision of smaller housing units for purchase and rental, and increase the efficiency, viability and potential expansion of services within the town, such as retail, hospitality and transport. Designed appropriately they can enhance  and facilitate more mixed communities, but must be executed thoughtfully, sympathetic to the character of the historic town, with accessibility to green spaces to compensate for smaller private gardens and in parallel with Infrastructure development to prevent strain on existing services. The aim must be liveable high-quality spaces that respect privacy, mitigate noise pollution and blend with the existing rooflines and visual aspects of the town’s urban landscape. 






Question 4 

Do you think the proposed level of development up to 2043 – the end of the Local Plan period – and beyond 2043 is sustainable? If not, what provisions would need to be added to the settlement(s) to make them a sustainable location for the proposed level of? These could be new services, facilities or the provision of infrastructure. Please clearly state which settlement(s) your comment relates to.

NO (CIRENCESTER) – The Civic Society are concerned that the primary health care land provision within the current Steadings development has failed to be resolved, with the absence of meaningful conversations with any of the primary care providers within the town, but particularly Phoenix surgery who, as the nearest practice, would typically be expected to absorb the increase in population. There was never a desire by Phoenix surgery to add a further satellite surgery to its main premise on Chesterton Lane, and direct discussion would have established that they are looking to move the ENTIRE surgery to a more suitable location. This is a 10-partner practice and the Steadings had identified a practice for 3, neither requested nor desired. As future primary care looks to bring more services in house – blood tests, physio etc – an early discussion would have established the need for a bigger site. This position is a direct result of the failure of the developer in planning to engage with not only the local GPs, but Gloucestershire Integrated Care Board (ICB), who in recognising the need for further provision have allocated capital specifically to accommodate this pending town problem. Should the site be extended further, the expansion of the population with the next decade will potentially be 30-40%. Ensuring that communities have adequate, accessible primary healthcare supports public health, reduces pressure on hospitals and forms the foundation of a healthy, productive, and economically resilient community. Any further town housing MUST be accompanied by a strategy of engagement with ICB and the local GPs to facilitate the primary care provision required.

Question 5 
Are there any other matters beyond conventional housing that have not been listed here that you think should be considered in the Development Strategy for the updated Local Plan?
THREE:
1. The Cotswold Design Code within the Local Plan review should have greater consideration of sustainable energy provision and climate mitigation strategies such as SUDS. 
2. Housing should be developed with connected GRID road layouts over the traditional cul de sac that encourages and supports car dependency. Grids provide better connectivity, safer streets and crime mitigation through natural surveillance, support public transport networks, encourage inclusive mixed development and are a more efficient use of land.

3. There needs to be greater regulation and developing policy about external light sources in development  to better protect dark skies - position, orientation, types of lighting and the avoidance of reflective surfaces. This is necessary not only for wellbeing but nocturnal wildlife and the expansion of Cirencester on the periphery will, by default, extend the night light. 


Question 6 
Do you agree with the vision and objectives? Or is there anything else that should be covered in the vision and objectives? Please explain.
Some of the language should be tougher or expanded.
Draft Vision
By 2043, Cotswold District will be a resilient, inclusive, and forward-looking rural district that has successfully responded to the climate crisis, conserved and enhanced the Cotswolds National Landscape, delivered sustainable communities, and supported a vibrant, low-carbon economy. Development will have been guided by a spatial strategy that prioritises environmental stewardship, social equity, and economic vitality, while respecting the district’s unique landscape, heritage, and character. The district will have delivered a diverse range of housing, including a significant increase in socially rented and affordable (entry level) homes, enabling residents of all ages and backgrounds to live securely and sustainably. New settlements and strategic sites will have matured into thriving communities, offering high-quality homes, employment opportunities, and essential services, all supported by integrated infrastructure and sustainable transport networks. Existing Principal and Non-Principal settlements will have grown proportionately (with supporting infrastructure), enhancing their role as local service centres while maintaining their distinct identities. The district will have transitioned to zero-carbon development, with new buildings and infrastructure designed to minimise energy use and maximise renewable energy generation. Biodiversity Net Gain will be embedded across all development, contributing to a richer natural environment and improved ecological resilience. Transport emissions will have been significantly reduced through investment in active travel infrastructure, public transport, and strategic growth focused on transport nodes. Communities will be healthier, more connected, and better supported by local services, green spaces, and digital infrastructure. Cotswold District will continue to be “Green to the Core,” with planning decisions consistently reflecting the long-term interests of people, place, and planet.
Draft Objectives
1. Respond to the climate crisis through adaptation and mitigation
· Require all new development to be zero-carbon and climate-resilient.
· support (Require) the provision of renewable energy schemes and promoting community owned renewables initiatives.
· Locate development away from flood-prone areas and promote (facilitate) water and
energy efficiency.
2. Conserve and enhance the natural, built, and historic environment
· Preserve the high quality, local distinctiveness, and diversity of the natural and historic environment.
· Support the sympathetic retrofit of historic buildings.
· Conserve and enhance the distinct character of the Cotswolds National Landscape and open countryside.
· Promote (Require) high-quality, sustainable design and green infrastructure that supports health and wellbeing.
3. Deliver inclusive, healthy, and affordable entry level housing
· Provide a diverse mix of housing types and tenures, with a focus on socially rented homes. Avoid clusters of age-related housing unless a proven need exists
· Ensure development supports positive health outcomes and embeds local health and wellbeing strategies.
4. Enable a vibrant, low-carbon local economy
· Support the transition to a low-carbon economy and promote local employment.
· Encourage (Protect) the vitality and viability of town and village centres as places that support a range of activities and uses such as shopping, leisure, cultural and community activities; as well as providing access to affordable homes.
· Maintain Cirencester’s role as a key employment and service centre.
5. Promote sustainable transport use and connectivity
· Reduce transport emissions by encouraging walking, cycling, and public transport.
· Focus development on accessible locations with strong transport links.
· Create active transport hubs to aid health outcomes and reduce emissions and pollution.
6.  Ensure infrastructure and services support sustainable communities
· Deliver accessible infrastructure, services, and facilities that meet the needs of residents and businesses.
· Ensure the required infrastructure, as set out in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan, is delivered in a timely manner.



